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AMENDMF .NTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claiins will replace all prior versions, and listings^ of claims in the 
application: 

jListing of Claims ; 

1. (Currently Amended) An absorbent article having a longitudinal contor lino centerline and 
a lateral centerline, an inner surface and a garment facing surface, the absorbent ffljfflg 
comprising: 

a containment assembly having a rear waist region, a crotch region, a firant v^^aist 
region, a pair of longimdinal edges, a body facing surface and a garment facing 
surface opposite to the body facing surface, the containment assembly comprising 
a topsheet, a backsheet joined to the topsheet, an absorbent core positioned 
between the topsheet and the backsheet, and a pair of barrier leg cuffs having a 
proximal edge and a distal edge and being positioned adjacent to the longitudinal 
edges of the containment assembly; 

a pair of rear ear panels extending laterally outwardly fiom the proximal edges of 
the barrier leg cuff in the rear waist region; 

a pair of front ear panels extending laterally outwardly from the proximal edges 
of the barrier leg cuff in the front waist region; and 

a reinforcement nonwoven dist>osed betw een the backsheet and a barrier leg cuff_ 
and j oined to an inner-facing surface of the backsheet and to at least one of either 
the garment facing surface of the rear ear panels or the garment facing surface of 
the front ear panels so as to form a pordon of the garment facing surface of the 
absorbent article, the reinforcement nonwoven not substantially overiapping the 
containment assembly wherein the reinfOTcement nonwoven does not extend the 
entire longitudinal length of the absorbent article. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously presented) Hie absorbent article of claim 1 wherein the rear ear panels 
comprise extensions of the barrier leg cuff^ in the rear waist region- 
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4. (Original) The article of cJaim 3 wherein the from ear panels comprise extensions of the 
barrier leg cuff in the front waist region, 

5. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 4 wherein the reinforcement nonwoven is joined to 
both the rear ear panels and the front ear panels. 

6. (Currently Amended) A" absorben t flrticlB having a lonaimdinal centerline an4 ft lateral 
cP^nt ^Hne. an inner surface and a ^ ^ent facing surface, the ab^py|?fim ^ff^c^^ comprisinR: . 

n mn^i ^ment assembly having a r ear waist region, a crotch region, a froqt 

^ pa"* longinidinal edges, a body facing surface and a garment facing 
surface QPtxy:ite to the body facin g surface, th^ cp y^t^pprient assembly comprisiiiA 
a top f^^eet. a backsheet joined to the tonsheet an absorbent core pos^UQ flg4 
HArwPftn thfe topsheet and the backsh eeL and a pair of barrier leg cuffs having 
proximal ed^e and a distal ed p^ and being positioned adjacent tp ^fi lfflsn"dinai 
^^ ^es of the contain ment assembly: 

a pair of rear ear panels extending laterally outwardly from the proximal edges of 
^e barrier leg cuff in the r ea^ ffaist region: 

^^^W of fr ^nt ear panelfi extending la t ^Hv outwardly from the proximal edp;es 
nf the barrier leg cuff in the fro nt waist region: and 

^ ^irtfAfrement nonwoven toined to a n inner-facing surface of tha backsheet and 
m at lP^.<it one of either ttf ^ par mem facinp surface of tfie rear ear panels or the 
oflrmftnt fac ing surface of the fron t ear panels so as to fonn_a portion of 
p^l^^^^^ facin p surfacft of the absor b ent article, the reinforcement nonwoven noL 
f ^nhstantiallv overia p pinp the co ntainment assembly wherein the reinffty^iMP; 
j^^^ ^jn^v^n does not ext e nd the entire longimdinal lenpth of ^^ft ftbS9rt>g»t article , 
and Tli u obsorbont orticlo of claim 1 wherein the reinforcement nonwoven further 
comprises a strip which is joined to the longitudinal edges of the containment 
assembly in the crotch region. 

7. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 6 wherein the reinforcement nonwoven and the 
strip are a continuous piece of material. 
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8. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 7 wherein the reinforcement nonwoven has a 

proximal edge, the proximal edge of the reinforcement nonwoven being joined to the barrier 
leg cuff between the backsheet and the barrier leg cuff. 

9- (Original) The absorbent article of claim 8 wherein the strip ba$ a distal edge that extends 
more disially outward from the longitudinal centeriine than the proximal edge of the barrier 
leg cuff. 

10. (Previously presented) The absorbent article of claim 9 wherein both of the barrier leg cuffs 
and the reinforcement nonwoven comprise a hydrophobic nonwoven material, 

1 1. (Currently Amended) An absorbent article having a longitudinal center line and a lateral 
centerlinc, an inner surface and a garment facing surface, t^c absorbent artic.lc.comprising: 

a containment assembly having a rear waist region, a crotch region, a front waist 
region, a pair of longitudinal edges, a body facing surface and a garment facing 
surface opposite to the body facing surface, the containment assembly comprising 
a topsheet. a backsheet joined to the topsheet, an absorbent core positioned 
between the topsheet and the backsheet, and a pair of barrier leg cuffs having a 
proximal edge and a distal edge and being positioned adjacent to the longitudinal 
edges of the containment assembly; 

a pair of rear ear panels extending laterally outwardly from the proximal edges of the 
barrier leg cuff in the rear waist region; 

a pair of front ear panels extending laieraUy outwardly form the proximal edges of the 
barrier leg cuff in the front waist region; and 

a reinforcement nonwoven disposed betw een the backsheet and a barrier les cuff ^4 
joined to an inner-facing surface of the backsheet and to at least one of eithw the 
garment facing surface of the rear ear panels or the garment facing surface of the 
front ear panel so as to form a portion of the garment facing surface of the 
absorbent article, wherein the reinforcement nonwoven does substantially overlap 
the containment assembly, whereby the reinforcement nonwoven provides 
topsbeet-Uke benefits. 

12. (Previously presented) An absorbent article having a longitudinal center line and a lateral 
centerline. an inner surface and a garment facing surface, comprising: 
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a oontainniCTt assembly having a rear wai$l region, a crotch region, a front waist region, 
a pair of longitudinal edges, a body facing surface and a garment facing surface 
opposite to the body facing surface, the containment assembly comprising a 
topsheei. a backsheet joined to the lopsheet, an absorbent core positioned between 
the topsheet and the backsheet, and a pair of barrier leg cuffs having a proximal 
edge and a distal edge and being positioned adjacent to the longitudinal edges of 
the containment assembly; 

a pair of rear ear panels extending laterally outwardly form the proximal edges of the 
barrier leg cuff in the rear waist region; 

a pair of front ear panels extending laterally outwardly form the proximal edges of the 
barrier leg cuff in the front waist region; and 

a reinforcement nonwoven joined to an inner-facing surface of the backsheet and to at 
least one of either the garment facing surface of die rear ear panels or the garment 
facing surface of the front ear panels so as to form a portion of the garment facing 
surface of die absorbent article, the reinforcement nonwoven not substantially 
overlapping the containment assembly, the reinforcement nonwoven having a 
tensUe strength of at least 80 gf/cm in the traverse direction of the absorbent article. 
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